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Abstract

The growing scientific research output from Asia has been making headlines since the start
of the twenty-first century. But behind this science story, there is a migration story. The elite
scientists who are pursuing cutting-edge research in Asia are rarely “homegrown” talent but
were typically born in Asia, trained in the West, and then returned to work in Asia. In this talk,
Anju Mary Paul explores why more and more Asian scientists are choosing to return to Asia,
where they are returning, and what what happens after their return when these scientists set
up labs in Asia and start training the next generation of Asian scientists. Drawing on evocative
firsthand accounts from 119 Western-trained Asian scientists about their migration decisions
and experiences, and in-depth analysis of the scientific field in four country case studies -
China, India, Singapore and Taiwan -, she reveals the growing complexity of
the Asian scientist migration system.
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