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Abstract 

Climate change and migration are drawing increasing interest from researchers and policy 
makers, as well as from the general public. The paper offers a fresh perspective on the climate 
change-migration nexus. It starts from the assumption that, regardless of the accuracy of the 
projections of future environmental changes, migration is already occurring and will continue to 
be a major dynamic of global change. Migration is connecting people, transforming places, and 
facilitating flows of knowledge and resources, and thus creating networked and interconnected 
translocal spaces. This translocal connectedness has the potential to strengthen the social 
resilience of risk-exposed households. The paper will outline the conceptual approach and 
present empirical results from field research in rural North and Northeast Thailand

About the speaker

Patrick Sakdapolrak´s research field is at the interface of population dynamics, environmental 
change and development processes, with a focus on the topics of migration and displacement 
as well as health and disease. The central theme of his research is the question of how 
vulnerable groups live with risk. His Ph.D. thesis was based on field research in slum 
settlements in India, where the inhabitants have significant higher mortality and morbidity rates 
than the rest of the urban population and examined how these poor urban groups cope with 
and adapt to environmental and social stresses. His current research on migration-environment 
relationships in Kenya and Thailand addresses the question how migration alters the way 
people at places of origin deal with the environment and climate change. Patrick Sakdapolrak 
has studied Geography and Development Research in Heidelberg and Wollongong, Australia, 
and received his doctorate degree from Bonn University.




